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[bookmark: _sohshm1u1jqm]Coláiste Éamann Rís Drugs and banned substances policy 
[bookmark: _quhg0ymp1ogh]Introduction 
[bookmark: _yeutpj521g3e]  Coláiste Éamann Rís is committed to addressing the needs of the whole school in relation to drugs and other banned substances: these include but are not limited to weapons and modified devices that could be used to cause injury. It has been agreed that a drug is: ‘Any substance which changes the way the body functions, mentally physically or emotionally’, in this respect alcohol and tobacco are included within the confines of this policy.
[bookmark: _op3syaay0sy]We believe that Teachers, Parents, Board of Management and Students need to work together and that co-operation is essential to the acceptance and implementation of this policy. 
[bookmark: _w09t8s3pnhzj]  Coláiste Éamann Rís recognises that drugs - both legal and illegal - are available in the local community and that the school, being part of this community, will have drug incidents which need to be handled in a consistent and sensitive way.   Coláiste Éamann Rís also acknowledges that it has an important role to play in drugs education, both in terms of prevention and offering support to those who use drugs.
[bookmark: _pat03yjn8cx6]The policy applies to students, parents, all school staff and school management. The school ethos of    Coláiste Éamann Rís believes that the personal and social development of each member of the school community is important. Education flourishes in an environment where good relationships are encouraged, where people feel valued and respected and where there is genuine tolerance, fairness and support for those in difficulty.
[bookmark: _kcxxzglh2u7r] The use of Drugs in school 
[bookmark: _2mkroycchet]  Coláiste Éamann Rís does not accept the possession, use or supply of drugs, in the school or on school trips/events, by any member of the school community. The only exception is for legitimate medical use and the school has to be informed. If a student is required to take legitimate medicines during school hours a note from his/her parents to that effect must be placed in the student’s file  (if this information is not already recorded on the student’s registration form) and on VSware.
[bookmark: _32ds43ky3hqp]The Year Head is responsible for accessing information and informing the teachers of the student involved. In the case of a school/event trip, it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian of the child involved to inform the organiser of the event of any medication which the child may be taking. 
[bookmark: _i0izr1uikmkx]  Coláiste Éamann Rís’s  drug policy focuses on four main areas: 
[bookmark: _ntf5tpdkwql]1. Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Education Programmes. 
[bookmark: _xnu0lqv9v9fh]2. Managing Drug Related Incidents. 
[bookmark: _n47wgbfacp92]3. Training and Staff Development. 
[bookmark: _k8ylihhnub1w]4. Monitoring Review and Evaluation. 
[bookmark: _d6z16d8o1vq8]1. Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Education Programmes: 
[bookmark: _pdzrzmrk4h57]  Coláiste Éamann Rís is committed to providing a comprehensive and timetabled drug education programme for all students as part of the school’s Wellbeing programme (Junior Cycle) and through Physical Education and Religion at Senior Cycle.
[bookmark: _r59rdjye7qil]Our educational aims in relation to Drug Education are:
[bookmark: _c3mgw7rtsiyu] (a) To increase the self-esteem and confidence of your people.
[bookmark: _kgc4lo82m86i] (b) To equip your people with personal and social skills.
[bookmark: _q0j4fcoo2l5y] (c) To enable young people to make informed, healthy and responsible choices.
[bookmark: _py24gnrhgs9g] (d) To provide honest and age appropriate information on drugs.
[bookmark: _4wctryhdmlbc] (e) To minimise the harm caused by drug use by offering supportive interventions. These aims will be met through the following action: All teachers involved in Wellbeing will be given the opportunity to avail of training in group facilitation skills and personal development.
[bookmark: _by8yseobfh6m]Drug information and Drug awareness training is provided on an ongoing basis. Information on drug education and on drug awareness courses will also be made available to parents through the Parent Association organised programmes.
[bookmark: _shexfqtqa0om] 2. Managing Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug related incidents: 
[bookmark: _vfpu90x6tc9h]We acknowledge that in all situations involving drugs, there needs to be a balance between the need of the young person and the needs of the school community. Definition of a drug incident:
[bookmark: _aau0nime3nu5] (a) Person seeking help from a member of staff. 
[bookmark: _emv7qnjnirhn](b) Suspicion of drug use, possession or dealing. 
[bookmark: _w8jki0nlnt40](c) Disclosure by another person 
[bookmark: _r7wt52q4vbl7](d) Possession of a legal/illegal drug on the school premises or on a school related activity. (e) Selling/supplying legal/illegal drugs. 
[bookmark: _745ecvsko8yu](f) Emergencies when the person may be unconscious. 
[bookmark: _cr8ppoemeoy8](g) School grounds being used for drug activity. 
[bookmark: _poqwu6djjqhh](h) Drug paraphernalia found on school property.
[bookmark: _ag666btwu0g7](i) Intoxication/unusual behaviour. 
[bookmark: _6r2d5yftuawf](j)Drug use in school identity situations - school identity situations are any situation where a member of the public can assume that the person is a student of   Coláiste Éamann Rís - this includes walking to and from school, any incident in school uniform, any incident where a student is recognised as a student of   Coláiste Éamann Rís thereby calling the school’s student body into disrepute.
[bookmark: _wgq9s5rqwzd8]Procedure:
[bookmark: _rnp2uvddf02p] (a) Where there is no immediate danger to the young person, it is important to take time to assess the situation before responding.
[bookmark: _i89imv84bhp1](b) Any class teacher who encounters a drug incident must report it to the Deputy Principal or Principal if Deputy in unavailable.
[bookmark: _9n2ssxnewlmv](c) It is important that, in all suspected or confirmed drug incidents, a limited number of people are involved in managing the incident. People will be informed on a ‘need to know’ basis. 
[bookmark: _5kkstthrcs3h](d) Disciplinary procedures will be used if school rules are broken and expulsion will only be an option if all else has failed. 
· [bookmark: _wgq372c6sgsb]smoking in all situations will result in immediate suspension
· [bookmark: _qzc2xa1txa5j]suspension also applies to those found to be in the company of smokers
[bookmark: _ys98ojo8ixlx](e) Confidentiality: Where a student confides in a member of the school Counselling Team re: drug use with a view to seeking help, it is important to recognise the confidentiality of the student-counsellor relationship. The Guidance Counsellor, in conjunction with the Pastoral Care Team will then decide on the involvement of parents/guardians at an appropriate time.
[bookmark: _mxdh299k50dh](f) The Principal will liaise with the Juvenile Liaison Officer (JLO) in the event of any drugs found on the premises.
[bookmark: _l0mvjcix08iq](g) In response to all incidents, pastoral support will be offered. 
[bookmark: _9at7uxsot32u](h) If a person has a serious drug problem then referral to a G.P. and /or Drug Treatment Centre will be recommended. 
[bookmark: _qqthjqo8yu4f](i) Staff involved in the incident will be offered support. 
[bookmark: _8nioccf452rt](j) The Principal will handle all media queries. The school will not comment on individual cases but will refer to the school policy and the procedures in place to manage any drug-related incident. 
[bookmark: _9giufq5ffbkh]3. Training and Development: 
[bookmark: _8pwm2kuxxu7b]Staff: All  staff will be facilitated in accessing courses to equip them to deliver an effective drugs programme. Staff members will be offered drug information and awareness training. Staff will be facilitated to train to an appropriate level in First Aid. 
[bookmark: _abv9d3fyfh5g]Students: All students will follow a drug education programme in SPHE class. 
[bookmark: _d49c8jtcsrdh]Parents: Information on drugs and on workshops/courses available on drugs will be circulated to parents. 
[bookmark: _mmqyw172kj36]4. The safety of our students and staff is paramount to us. The use and/or possession of other banned substances in any school identity situation will be dealt with in the same way as drugs. 
[bookmark: _ktnraofqavs4]5. Monitoring the Policy: The Pastoral Care Team will monitor and review the policy. The policy will be reviewed annually and any changes incorporated into the amended policy. Copies of the policy will be disseminated to all the school community. It will also be freely available from the Principal’s Office. It will be available to parents of new children as part of their induction to the school. Students will be made aware of the policy through SPHE/Wellbeing/RE classes.
[bookmark: _7xqmrzlbykma]
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